Temporality enters our immediate experience as passage and becoming: the role time plays in the construction of a world of enduring entities tends to go unnoticed. This paper examines the relation between time and ontology in the context of unilateral neglect, a neuropsychological syndrome in which patients fail to perceive or respond to stimuli in the contralateral hemifield, behaving as if that half of space does not exist. Traditional models characterize neglect exclusively in spatial terms. Based on recent investigations suggesting abnormal temporal dynamics, here we highlight the impact of time factors on the presentation of the disorder. Neglect patients do not simply miss the presence of stimuli on the left: they also ignore the past as well as the future of neglected stimuli. We claim that, if this occurs, it is because time, and not only space, is impaired.
Depending on the severity of the pathology, neglect may be noticed merely by observing patients' spontaneous behaviour: patients with neglect may not notice objects on the left of a scene, may not eat food on the left side of the plate, may ignore the left part of words. When asked to write, they may only use the right * Corresponding author. Tel.: +39 011 6703072; fax: +39 011 8159039.
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side of the page. Similarly, if asked to copy or draw an object they may neglect to report elements on the left, drawing in fact only half of it.
These bewildering behavioural manifestations clearly exhibit a spatial gradient: the patient behaves as if half of the space does not exist, failing to report, react or search for stimuli located in the space contralateral to the lesion. The spatial nature of neglect is manifest and, understandably, interest in research has focused on spatial mechanisms (Halligan, Fink, Marshall, &
